The Global Coffee Economy in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, 1500-1989 by William Gervase Clarence-Smith, Steven Topik by Benjamin, Martin
BOOK REVIEWS 119 
greatly diminished, especially in the urban areas where the central government is 
based. In the rural areas where the traditional roles have been less affected by the 
changing political structure, the chief maintains a greater influence of power. 
With this mix of rural and urban, modern and traditional, how will the practices of 
precolonial chieftaincy survive in the modern era, if at all? 
Growing urban populations where Western media and television are 
helping to shape juvenile minds are changing social perceptions of the red-hatted 
chiefs. It is difficult to determine whether the young "educated" city boy who 
questions the legitimacy of chiefs in the political arena is merely a misguided 
student or truly represents the opinions of the up-coming generation. The film is 
fair in its treatment of the younger perspectives of the traditional institutions. This 
and the voices of both urban and rural elders heard throughout the documentary 
provide the viewer with an assortment of lenses to deconstruct the true political 
and social values of chiefs in Burkina Faso. 
Red Hat, Where Are You Going? follows the red hat of the chiefs through 
the rural village, the urban communities, and inside the government assembly. 
Although identified by a common symbol and sharing similar beliefs in the 
importance of maintaining tradition, the traditional power holders fail to agree on 
how traditional leadership should manifest itself under a Western-influenced lib- 
eral democracy. The traditional chiefs of Burkina Faso cannot afford to ignore the 
political shifts that accompany the modernization of the Burkina Faso political 
and social arena, they must either find a common voice to define and defend their 
role or face the possibility of loss of influence in both spheres. Red Hat, Where 
Are You Going? is a wake-up call that modernization may not always honor 
tradition. 
ALISON DEWEY 
Boston, Massachusetts 
The Global Coffee Economy in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, 
1500-1989. Edited by William Gervase Clarence-Smith and Steven 
Topik. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003. Pp. xviii, 486; 10 
illustrations. $80.00 cloth, $64.00 digital. 
Coffee, central to many African economies today, percolated from Ethiopia to 
Yemen and on to the rest of the world beginning in the fifteenth century. Ethiopi- 
ans began domesticating coffee for local consumption, and then for Muslim trade 
networks that branched from Yemen to Cairo and beyond to the Ottoman Empire. 
Yemenis began producing their own coffee midway through the sixteenth century, 
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supplying a small international market for urban coffeehouses that encompassed 
centers around the Mediterranean and east to India. Dutch colonialists began 
planting coffee in Java a century and a half later, and by the early eighteenth 
century coffee trees were taking root in Dutch and French colonial possessions 
around the globe. Reunion became a center of production, followed by Madagas- 
car. As the African mainland succumbed to colonial control, coffee was intro- 
duced to new areas as an export crop and became a major source of income and 
contestation. The fortunes of African producers have oscillated with changing 
patterns of global demand, price changes in relation to supplies from dominant 
competitors in Brazil and elsewhere, and the colonial and postcolonial political 
transformations to which coffee has often served a key role. 
William Clarence-Smith and Steven Topik have compiled a collection of 
essays that delves into the economic history of coffee as a commodity. Bridging 
the oceans, The Global Coffee Economy in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, 
1500-1989, provides perspectives on African coffee production in the context of 
an international trade that Africans have never controlled. Of special interest to 
Africanists are essays by Michel Tuchscherer about the Red Sea trade, Gwyn 
Campbell on Reunion and Madagascar, Andreas Eckert on Cameroon and the 
Kilimanjaro area of colonial Tanganyika, and Kenneth Curtis on Bukoba in west- 
ern Tanganyika, in addition to contextualizing essays by Topik, Clarence-Smith, 
and Mario Samper. 
The essays by Eckert and Curtis demonstrate the centrality of control over 
labor and land in African coffee economies. Colonial authorities were at best 
ambivalent about the spread of coffee to indigenous farms, focusing more on 
extraction of labor for settler farms and public works. Nevertheless, in areas that 
were geographically well suited to coffee, the crop increasingly came to primacy 
among small farmers during the first decades of the twentieth century. Early 
adopters in Tanganyika received seedlings and advice from missionaries and the 
occasional settler in Kilimanjaro, beginning in the first decade of the century. 
Because farms planted with coffee take many years to bear fruit, the crop did not 
begin to prove its potential profitability to most farmers until the next decade. By 
the 1920s, when the French administration in Cameroon began encouraging 
coffee production in the territory they had taken over from Germany, Tanganyi- 
kan highland farmers were planting as much coffee as they could. Campbell 
shows that coffee had a longer history in Madagascar, where it began as a planta- 
tion crop produced with conscripted labor in the mid-nineteenth century, but truly 
came into its own when indigenous production accelerated in the 1930s. Coffee 
was firmly established by the 1930s as a smallholder crop, principally a male crop 
that often heightened gender imbalances within the household, from Cameroon to 
Madagascar. The diverse experiences of these territories all reinforce Curtis 's 
important observation that, absent forced labor, coffee in Africa was most 
successful on small farms that benefited from family labor, knowledge of the 
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microenvironment, and the ability to weather price fluctuations due to the simul- 
taneous need to grow more nutritious crops. However, the prosperity associated 
with the coffee boom years led to countervailing efforts by authorities, both 
indigenous and colonial, to control production. Especially on Kilimanjaro, where 
the expansion of coffee bumped against the limits of land at the appropriate alti- 
tude, coffee contributed to social stratification and the emergence of a market for 
land as a fungible asset. Coffee became a prime subject for contestation between 
colonialists and new indigenous organizations that often played a catalytic role in 
African independence movements. 
The book's specific case studies work together to provide an important 
overview of the social and political history of one global commodity. An Afri- 
canist might wish for additional geographic perspectives, notably some analysis 
of settler Kenya and modern Ethiopia, and a more systematic discussion of coffee 
and gender in Africa would build on chapters examining the topic for Asia and 
Latin America. A historical examination of coffee would also, as Curtis hints, do 
well to look at the African economies that emerged from the colonial experience. 
The postcolonial aftermath, as well as the effects of the recent fin de siecle 
specialty coffee boom, are subjects ripe for inclusion in the research agenda with 
which Topik and Clarence-Smith conclude their volume. 
MARTIN BENJAMIN 
Yale Council on African Studies 
African Merchants of the Indian Ocean: Swahili of the East African 
Coast. By John Middleton. Long Grove, 111.: Waveland Press, 2004. Pp. 
xvi, 134; 11 illustrations. $12.95 paper. 
John Middleton is a noted scholar who has written extensively on Swahili history 
and society in two earlier books, The World of the Swahili (1992) and The Swahili 
(with Mark Horton, 2000), which he summarizes here in this short introductory 
survey of Swahili geography, economy, language, history, and society.1 
Swahili were people of the East African coast who participated actively in 
the wider Indian Ocean world that joined Gujarati cotton farmers and weavers 
with Hadrami ship captains and traders; coastal merchants, fishermen, and sailors; 
and inland farmers, herders, and hunters. Perched on the protected isles, inlets, 
1 For an extended discussion of Middleton 's earlier work, see my reviews in this journal, 
IJAHS 33 (2000), 275-77, 680-84. 
This content downloaded from 128.179.254.41 on Sat, 20 Feb 2016 06:51:06 UTC
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions
